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oppressed races of the world, the Negro population of
South Africa too is developing a race consciousness which
has been intensified by the rape of Abyssinia by Italy.
The impact of White civilization has done the Negro little
good. The Christian missionary went to him with the
Bible. But while the Sermon on the Mount has remained
a dead letter so far as the conduct of the Whites towards
him was concerned, the drink habit and the disease that
followed in its wake have spread like a veldt fire among
the natives' kraals, and worked havoc there. They have
realized too, after bitter experience, the utter futility of
armed resistance. The growth of consciousness among
them has, therefore, only led to a deepening of their despair.
"We seem to be up against a stone wall. We are crushed
down by a j>ower that is pitiless and inexorable as fate.
There is nothing that can avail us. We seem doomed/'—
was the lament poured out to Gandhiji once by a Negro
friend who saw him at Sabarmati ten years ago. Since
then the success of the non-violence programme of the
Congress has brought to some of their leaders a fresh glimmer
of hope, and Rev. Tema was anxious to learn the secret of
that success. "How can my people make their Congress
as successful as the Indian National Congress?" he asked
Gandhiji.
"The Congress,9' replied Gandhiji, "became successful
for the simple reason that it was inaugurated by the most
selfless and cultured people that could be found in that
age. They made themselves the representatives of the
people, and captured their imagination by reason of service
and self-sacrifice. They were from the people and of the
people." After describing in some detail the services and
the evolution of the Congress as a democratic organization,
Gandhiji proceeded: "You have not, as far as I am aware,
a band of Africans who would be content to work and
live in impecuniosity. Among those who are educated
there is not that absolute selflessness. Again, while most
of your leaders are Christians, the vast mass of the Bantus
akd Zulus are not Christians. You have adopted European
dress and manners, and have as a result become strangers
in the midst  of your  own people. Politically, that  is   a

